All perfect praise be to Allah; and may His blessings and peace be upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon all his family and companions.
Showing gratitude for Divine Bounty – “wa idh ta adh-dhana rabbukum la in shakartum la azidannakum; wa la in kafartum fa inna ‘adhabi la shaded”
As the Muslim community of our beautiful land, we have much to be grateful for and to celebrate the praises of Allah – “wa amma bi ni’mati rabbika fa hadith”:

However we cannot be grateful if we or some individuals within our community do something or affiliate themselves with such groups or persons that would jeopardise these freedoms.

Recently there have been individuals from our country who have joined or attempted to join ISIS in Iraq and Syria. Understandably, there are millions of Muslims across the globe who are experiencing occupation and killing and other kinds of oppression. Our brothers and sisters in Palestine are engaged in a continuous struggle and jihad against the unjust occupation. We earnestly call for these aggressions to cease; yet we believe that the chances for justice are better when there is peace, not war. Everywhere the widespread wars must stop, and the mindless civil strife must halt so that we may gain life and not lose both this world and the hereafter.
However we need to source the solution from our shariah. The vast majority of scholars of the world have clearly condemned ISIS and have categorically stated that it does not represent Islam or the Shariah. Shaykh Yusuf al-Qaradawi, leader of the International Union of Muslim Scholars, Shaykh Usamah al-Rifaie, leader of the Syrian Muslim Assembly and Shaykh Abdullah ibn Bayyah, senior member of the International Fiqh Academy are some of these scholars.
They have based their condemnation on a number of factors. 

1. A verse from the Qur’an states: 

“When he is empowered, he sets out to do violence in the land, destroying crops and livestock. But Allah does not love violence” (Qur’an, 2:205).
Have not crops and livestock, as well as the elderly and women and children, been destroyed? Is this not violence and corruption in the land, which Allah abhors?

Our beloved Prophet Muhammad laid the foundation by which and through which we ought to govern our lives. In fact these laws are the guiding light for every Muslim, politically, socially, spiritually and economically. The incident of the farewell hajj is one amazing example where the principles of life were spelt out. It was on this blessed occasion when the Prophet proclaimed that the life, wealth and honour of a muslim is as sacred as the sanctity of Makkah and the sacredness of the days of Hajj. (hadith from Sahih Muslim)

Dabiq, ISIS’s magazine says: “Every Muslim should get out of his house, find a crusader (a Christian or Jew), and kill him. It is important that the killing becomes attributed to patrons of the Islamic State who have obeyed its leadership...” Given ISIS’s roadside executions, YouTube shenanigans and massacres, this proves that ISIS does not preserve or protect life. 

ISIS has plundered Iraq’s banks. ISIS has destroyed the homes of civilians, a violation of this principle tied to the respect of property. ISIS has smashed religious shrines, priceless archaeological artefacts and ancient churches. ISIS has extinguished the cultural, social and fiscal wealth of Syria and Iraq.  

The character or honour of any person not seen to be embracing the ISIS brand has been besmirched, being called an unbeliever, a hypocrite, a Crusader or a polytheist. Al-Baghdadi’s concept of ird is reflected in his statement (in Dabiq) that anyone insulting a Muslim should have his arm chopped off.  

2. A statement from the Prophet, Allah’s peace and blessings upon him, from his last sermon given on the Farewell Pilgrimage follows:

“Beware (or Woe unto you)! Listen! Do not revert back to disbelief after I have gone— [that is by] some of you killing others.”
Note the use of the phrase “beware” or “woe unto you” that signifies a stern warning. The Prophet, Allah’s peace and blessings upon him, rarely used such phrases. Furthermore, the scholars of Islam say that this hadith indicates that some will excommunicate others in order to justify killing them. Is this not the excommunication and killing that the Prophet, Allah’s peace and blessings upon him, forbade?

Allah says: “If a man kills a believer intentionally, his recompense is Hell, to abide therein (For ever): And the wrath and the curse of God are upon him, and a dreadful penalty is prepared for him.”{An-Nissa`}. 

3. A statement of the Caliph ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, from his last sermon follows:

“Whoever pledges allegiance to someone not appointed by the consultative process of the believers, neither he nor the one to whom he pledged allegiance are to be followed, out of fear of foolishly exposing themselves to being killed with them.”
Has the one who claims to be the caliph of the Muslims consulted the Muslim world, or is he placing himself and those who pledge allegiance to him at risk of being killed? Is this not the disregard of the people which the Caliph ‘Umar warned of?

4. A statement from the great Sunni Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal, may Allah have mercy on him, made to the people of Baghdad [during his time] follows:

“Do not shed your own blood nor the blood of other Muslims along with you. Consider the eventual effects of your actions.”
He spoke these words to those who wanted to overthrow the Abbasid Caliph al-Wathiq after he proclaimed [the heresy] that the Qur’an was created. Is this not just like the bloodshed that Imam Ahmad warned the people of Baghdad against?

We ask you, out of concern, to reflect on these enlightening statements and to re-evaluate your positions, for turning to truth is better than persisting in falsehood 
After the above we may conclude that:
ISIS is a terrorist group, so it is unlawful for anyone to join it parallel to every terrorist organization that sheds people`s blood, labels Muslims as disbelievers, violates people`s honour and usurps their properties. This is due to the fact that their criminal activities contradict the teachings of Islam, which promote values of tolerance as well as forgiveness, reflecting high moral standards and noble character. Moreover, Islam calls for mercy, love, and rejection of terrorism and extremism, which represent envy, rancour, and hatred. 

Its members kill Muslims regardless of age or sex, and make corruption on the earth, which contradicts the Prophet`s advice to his armies, for it was narrated that he (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said to the Muslim army: “Go out in the name of Allah and by the help of Allah, following the way of the Messenger of Allah. Do not kill any old man, infant, child or woman… spread goodness and do good, for Allah loves those who do good.” {Abu Dawud}.

This is supported by the advice which Abu Bakr al-Siddeeq (may Allah be pleased with him) gave to the commander of his army: “I advise you of ten things: do not kill a woman, or a child, or any old person, or cut down any fruit trees…” (al-Muwatta’ by Imam Malik).

 
What is disturbing is that this group rejoices when slaughtering, torturing and chastising Muslims with fire; therefore, the Prophet`s saying applies to them{what means}: “ Whoever murders a believer and rejoices at that, Allah will accept from him neither repentance nor a ransom .”{Abu Dawud}.He also added{what means}: “Whoever rebels against my Ummah, killing good and evil people alike, and does not try to avoid killing the believers, and does not pay attention to those who are under a covenant, then he is not of me. Whoever fights for a cause that is not clear, advocating tribalism, getting angry for the sake of tribalism, and he is killed, then he has died a death of Jahiliyyah.”{Muslim}. 
Moreover, It has been narrated on the authority of Abu Hurairah that the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said: “One who defected from obedience (to the Amir) and separated from the main body of the Muslims - if he died in that state-would die the death of one belonging to the days of Jahiliyyah (i.e. would not die as a Muslim). One who fights under the banner of a people who are blind (to the cause for which they are fighting, i.e. do not know whether their cause is just or otherwise), who gets flared up with family pride, calls (people) to fight for their family honour, and supports his kith and kin (i.e. fights not for the cause of Allah but for the sake of this family or tribe) - if he is killed (in this fight), he dies as one belonging to the days of Jahiliyya. “{Muslim}. 


We advise all not to be deceived by the false slogans and calls of these groups, and to be aware of their tricks since the Prophet(PBUH) said: “The DIN is good counsel". We said: "For whom?'' He replied, "For Allah, His Book, His Messenger and for the leaders of the Muslims and their masses”{Muslim}. 


O Allah show us the truth as it is and allow us to follow it, and show us falsehood as it is and enable us to stay away from it. Amin 

Arabic text of the hadith

كتاب الامارة – باب 13 – حديث 53-54 من صحيح مسلم
 ابي هريرة قال: قال رسول الله صلى الله عليه و سلم: من خرج من الطاعة و فارق الجماعة ثم مات مات ميتة جاهلية و من قتل تحت راية عمية يغضب للعصبة و يقاتل للعصبة فليس من أمتي و من خرج أمتي على أمتي يضرب برها و فاجرها لا يتحاشى من مؤمنها و لا يفي بذي عهدها فليس مني.
